
 
 
 
 
 
Editorial 
 
 
 
 
Amazingly, we find ourselves at the end of another year – where does the time go?  Our vibrant little village continues 
to grow and work together to improve things for all and we have seen old friends leave us and new ones arrive. 
Christmas is a time for reflecting on the past year and for remembering loved ones who are no longer with us and those 
who are.  We have quite a few messages to the village on our Christmas Greetings page, some of them from old friends, 
I am sure we all wish them a wonderful Christmas in return.  
 
You will read in this edition that the Towersey Work Party have been digging ditches and clearing paths again this winter 
and I happen to know that some of the younger members of the party were inspired to go out again last Saturday 
morning to build on what was started. Perhaps not the best cure for the “Friday night at the ‘Shoes” hangover, but how 
wonderful that they are giving up their time again to continue the work - well done gentlemen! 
 
On behalf of the Newsletter team, I would like to thank you for your support over the past year and for all your stories 
and photographs. Please keep them coming in as we all love to read them. 
 
Merry Christmas to all of you and a very Happy New Year! 
 
Editors: Lisa Davis (t: 217328 ) and Anne Barrow (t: 215034) – editors (newsletter@towerseyvillage.co.uk  ) 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

Towersey Newsletter 

December 2016 

 

 

Your newsletter needs YOU! 

SIGN UP TO RECEIVE YOUR NEWSLETTER ONLINE TODAY! 

All you have to do is visit the village website www.towerseyvillage.co.uk  and on the home page you will see the 

following: 

 Towersey Newsletter: The February Newsletter is now available. Click here to view or download. To ensure 

that you receive your Towersey newsletter by email and to select which village organizations you would 

like to receive updates from please click here. If you wish to amend your email preferences please follow 

the instructions on this page. 

The newsletter is funded by donations from various village groups and individuals, all of whom recognise that it’s 

this newsletter that lets you know what’s going on in our wonderful village.  If you have a computer, tablet or 

smartphone, you could receive your copy electronically.  The only cost involved in producing the newsletter is 

printing the hard copies - everything else is done by willing volunteers. YOU CAN HELP US to reduce that cost just 

by signing up online right now.  Thank you! 

mailto:newsletter@towerseyvillage.co.uk
http://www.towerseyvillage.co.uk/
http://www.towerseyvillage.co.uk/newsletter/newsletter_february_2016.pdf
http://www.towerseyvillage.co.uk/emails.html
http://www.towerseyvillage.co.uk/email_update.html


 

 

 

 

Christmas Greetings! 

Les and Sue would like to wish all their friends a fantastic Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year. 

Melanie , Rob and the rest of the Walsh family would like to send Christmas greetings to friends and neighbours in 

Towersey . We wish you all a merry time and a happy and healthy 2017. The money we would have spent on cards, is 

this year going to the Red Cross. 

I wish all the readers of the Newsletter a very happy Christmas and many blessings in the New Year. Instead of individual 

cards, I will be making a donation towards the urgent repairs needed in St Catherine’s Church. This was always a priority 

for Ross, who worked tirelessly while he was on the PCC to maintain the ancient building. I sincerely thank everyone for 

all the friendship and practical support I have received since Ross passed away on March 31st. This village is a very 

special place and after living here for nearly 40 years I know how lucky I am to have such good friends and neighbours. 

Sincerely, Angela Dike 

Daphne Hazeldine and family would like to wish all their friends and neighbours a very happy Christmas and a healthy 

and peaceful New Year.  As usual in lieu of local cards a donation has been made to the Chilterns MS Centre at Halton, 

nr. Wendover. 

Happy Christmas and best wishes for 2017 to our friends in Towersey and beyond from the Rasmussen family; 

donations in lieu of cards will be given to St. Catherine's, the Salvation Army and Medecin Sans Frontiere'. 

Karlyn would like to wish all friends and neighbours a Happy Christmas and a Healthy 2017.  Instead of cards I am 
making a donation to BOB (Berks, Oxon & Bucks Air Ambulance). 
 
From Rita Biro: Seasonal Greetings to all Towersey friends and neighbours and best wishes for 2017. With fond 
memories of life  in Towersey at Willow Cottage , Chinnor Road for many years. 
 
Lisa, Mark and all the Davis family wish all our friends in Towersey a wonderful Christmas and the best of health and 
happiness in 2017. Instead of sending cards this year, we have made a donation to Alzheimer’s Research UK. 
 

John and I would like to wish all our friends a very happy and healthy new year. We have had a great summer here in 

Broadstairs, Kent. Hot sunny days from April to October. We have had so little rain down at Broadstairs that we now 

have eight water butts, just to keep the flower pots going.  John had planned a big trip around the world for his 80th 

birthday, which was to have been for six months, starting in October 2016 to April 2017. BUT, sadly that was not to be, 

as two weeks before going John had a haemorrhage behind the eye and had to go for treatment at the hospital for the 

next six months which I am pleased to say is going well. Plan B now is that we are going to Switzerland by train for 10 

days for Christmas. It sounds very interesting, all planned out for us, staying at the different hotels on the way, stopping 

to see towns and villages.  All that is left to say is, do have a great Christmas with family and friends and we hope that 

2017 will bring you good health and happiness.  Our love and thoughts go out to friends that will not have their loved 

ones to share this Christmas with. It will be difficult but they will not be far from your side.  God Bless, with love from 

Joyce and John Chatton  (Who once lived at Kalina, Manor Road - now gone for six years!) We both look forward to 

seeing you at the Towersey Wives Club Christmas dinner. Take care, all the very best, Joyce and John. 

 



  



Towersey Village Parish Council Clear up day 
 
A couple of Saturdays ago over 20 villagers kindly gave up their Saturday morning to help clear up the 
village.  Whilst it was a cold frosty morning, we had a good turn out and the group was divided into sections to 
tackle each area.  The ditch around the green was beautiful cleared, leaves dredged out, weeds cut back and 
two tractor trailer loads of rubbish was pulled from the ditch.  Judging by Jim Wildsmith and Ben Thompson, it 
looked like they had been mud fighting so I can only presume they got properly stuck in! Alison as the only 
female took on the role of cleaning all the village signs so hopefully you’ll have noticed how all the signs are 
now mould free and shiny again.  The ditch furrows at the top of the village on Windmill Road were also dug 
out again to ensure no build-up of large puddles.  Whilst all these tasks were a challenge, and people did put 
100% into them, the most significant project was the path clearing.  The small tiny path that links the top of 
the village to the bottom of the village has always been about a foot wide and covered in mud.  We hoped to 
improve the path a little but when Jon Masters and Mark Allworth started the clearing, they found the path to 
be nearly double in size, buried under years of dirt.  A few more helped (kindly fuelled by a bacon, sausage 
and egg roll from Ela at the pub) and slowly the path started to get wider and wider.  We estimated we could 
do half the path in a day but a big drive and the remainder of the group helping we managed to clear the 
whole path so it’s now wide enough for a wheelchair or buggy.  
 
As you can see from the pictures, a lot of people worked very hard and the Parish council would like to thank 
everyone who helped.  The village is a much nicer and safer place to be and it’s amazing what we achieved in 
a few hours.   
 
Towersey Parish Council  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 
  



 

A PLEA FROM TOWERSEY PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE 

 

We are quite happy to see villagers using the playing fields as a place to have fun with their 

dogs 

 

However, we do ask that dog owners pick up their dog’s pooh!  Not the most pleasant job we 

know, BUT no-one wants to step into, or worse, fall over into a smelly pile. 

There are signs to remind everyone and remember, pooh bags can be placed in any rubbish 

bin on the field (except those in the children’s play area). 

Many thanks for your cooperation and consideration for others.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

GLASS FUSING WORKSHOP 

 

Back due to popular demand, we have arranged another glass fusing workshop with local creative 

glass artist Jessica Ecott. Jessica will teach you the skills to make a beautiful creation from fused 

glass to take home and enjoy 

Date: Saturday 28th January         10am – 1pm 

Venue: in Monks Risborough 

Places are limited to 12, so do book early to avoid disappointment. It’s a very enjoyable and 

absorbing session – sample the creative world of glass fusing  

Just £20 for adults or £15 for ages 12-16 years. Price includes materials for 2 pieces, but more can 

be bought on the day. The cost of this workshop is subsidised by TOWCAP 

To book, please email Wendy on wendyduckham@gmail.com or call 214746 

        

 

 

 

mailto:wendyduckham@gmail.com


 

 

Welcome to the TOWCAP Monthly Update for December! 

TOWCAP is a village organisation set up in 2007 to encourage, promote and stage events in the community for 

all villagers to enjoy. These events are always thought up by villagers and intended to provide enjoyment for 

all who take part. 

 

NEW!! Glass Fusing Workshop – COME ALONG and make a beautiful fused glass creation 

Saturday 28th January 2017 10am – 1pm. Local venue 

The charges are just £15 for 12 – 16 years or £20 for adults, and are being subsidised by TOWCAP 

Price includes materials for 2 pieces, but more can be bought on the day 

To book please email Wendy: wendyduckham@gmail.com stating how many places you would like to book 

and the ages of the participants. There are 12 places available so do book now! 
 

Irish Dancing Night – 25th March 2017. Please NOTE CHANGE OF DATE!! Join us in a fantastic night of dance 

and music all with that special Irish flavour.  Music will be provided by Kinderhook.  

Venue: Towersey Memorial Hall  Tickets on sale soon – watch this space! 

 
VILLAGE HALL FILM NIGHT. Save the Date: Saturday 28th January 2017. Join us for a fun film night in front of 

the village hall’s big screen – Film to be confirmed!  
 

Community Bunting WORKSHOP – there will be a bunting workshop at the next Village Hall Pop-Up Cafe on 

Saturday 3rd December. Come along to the cafe from 10:30am to see what lovely pieces of decorated bunting 

have been made, and see the triangles being stitched together!  

Extra blank fabric triangles to decorate are available by emailing pvmellor@hotmail.com  
 
 

Theatre Group. The next trip is to see JANE EYRE at Aylesbury Waterside on Wednesday 26th April 2017. I 

have 2 or 3 spare tickets in the Stalls (great seats), so if you would like to come along then please contact 

Debbie on 214888 or dmmellor03@yahoo.co.uk and let me know how many tickets you would like. Special 

group booking price of just £24.50 each. 
 

Poetry Reading. An evening exploring poetry in all its forms for anybody who loves the spoken word. Runs 

approx. every six weeks. Interested? Contact Helena on 07809 525685 or helenarichards@btinternet.com  

Next date to be announced soon. 
 

Play reading. As with poetry reading, this group works with short plays, extracts or longer pieces across the 

board. Spaces sometimes limited to the number of parts, but everyone welcome to listen or share roles. 

Interested? Contact Liz on lizandian@hotmail.com 
 

New to the village or just have new ideas? We are always looking for villagers to join in any of the 

activities, or to perhaps help us develop a new idea. If you have any thoughts, please let us 

know.Contact: Debbie & Paul Tel: 01844 214888 or Email: dmmellor03@yahoo.co.uk 

 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL!    

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://standingstoneschristianacademy.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Summer-Banner.png&imgrefurl=http://standingstoneschristianacademy.com/summer-camp&docid=RYkb5nmbQRxn6M&tbnid=tp97_BAU7CUwUM:&w=900&h=362&bih=622&biw=1366&ved=0ahUKEwjxkcn6gvjMAhWJIMAKHde5AU0QMwhoKC0wLQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
mailto:wendyduckham@gmail.com
mailto:pvmellor@hotmail.com
mailto:dmmellor03@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:helenarichards@btinternet.com
mailto:lizandian@hotmail.com
mailto:dmmellor03@yahoo.co.uk


 

 

Christmas at The Pop-Up Cafe 

Saturday 3rd December 10.30-12noon 

PLEASE JOIN US THIS MONTH FOR A FESTIVE  

POP-UP CAFÉ. 

A wonderful way to have a catch up with friends and neighbours in an 

informal and relaxed setting. 

Delicious home-made cakes, and freshly brewed coffee and tea available – bacon 

rolls often on offer too. 

Book Swap corner – come along with a couple of books and exchange them for 

something you haven’t read. 

All welcome 

January – no Café.  It will be back on Saturday 3rd February 

 

TMH Committee                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Thank you 
 
Valerie  Gresty and family would like to thank all Villagers for their support and kindness during the period following 
the sudden death of her husband, Peter. 
 



 

  

Lashlake Nurseries Lifestyles 
 

Chinnor Rd, TOWERSEY     Tel: 01844 216377 

HOURS:   Mon – Sat 9am-4.30pm    Sun 10am-4pm 

NURSERIES 
Re-Create Colour In Your Garden With Autumn/Winter Plants & Bedding 

Planters / Hanging Baskets Available or Made To Order 
Keep Things Dry This Winter 

BESPOKE SHEDS - Your Design Made To Order 

CHRISTMAS TREES ~ HOLLY WREATHS ~ SEASONAL DOOR WREATHS 

GIFTS & ARTEFACTS 
Give Something Different This Christmas 

Many Items Available For All Ages 

COFFEE ‘n’ CAKE 

Home-Made Cakes By Caitlin Evans 

HOURS:   Saturday & Sunday  10am – 4pm 

DON’T FORGET TO USE THE 20% DISCOUNT VOUCHER 

 IN LAST MONTH’S NEWSLETTER! 
 



 

Towersey Neighbourhood Plan – Focus on….  

why we’re doing this 

 

As the days started getting shorter, darker and colder, I took the chance to attend a couple of meetings that have been a 

great reminder to me of why we are doing this Neighbourhood Plan (NP).   

The first was a shared NP meeting for parishes in SODC and the Vale of White Horse, who are at various stages of their 

planning.  The resounding message from this meeting was how positive a ‘made’ Neighbourhood Plan had been for 

villages that had made the effort to complete them.  When making planning decisions, be that in favour or not, the 

villages with well-prepared NPs had been successful in winning their case.  Some cases had gone as far as the Secretary 

of State and the history shows a consistent upholding of sound Neighbourhood Plans, including against large 

developers.  

The second was the SODC Planning Appeals hearings.  Again, as I listened to and watched the presentations by 

the various council representatives, it struck me how often the NPs were referred to when putting forward a case, how 

carefully considered they were and the weight they were given by the panel.    

So what does this mean for Towersey?  Unquestionably, the Neighbourhood Plan is worth making the effort for.  If we 

want to have a say in the future of our village, then this is the way for us to do it - to protect its lively character 

and cherished green spaces, yet growing in a way that is considerate to remaining a beautiful village.    

The other message I picked up from the meetings is that a NP must be well prepared. Our Steering Group have been 

working hard to bring together our plan and the next big milestone is the release of the VILLAGE QUESTIONNAIRE in 

January - a big chunk of the plan comes from the answers that you give us here so we want as many responses 

as possible!  Beyond this, you can expect a village meeting (late March / early April) where we will present the results 

and a draft of the plan.  With the hope that we have heard the wishes of the village correctly, we can then progress 

towards the formal legal stages with SODC. If everything goes according to plan there, the final milestone will be a 

village referendum and - if over 50% of the vote is in favour - our Towersey Neighbourhood Plan will be complete and 

most importantly, supporting the village.     

As always, we will be at the December Pop-Up Cafe if you want to stop by for a chat about the NP over a bacon roll and 

coffee, and if you have any questions, you can email us at towerseynp@gmail.com.   

Finally, wishing everyone in our amazing village a Happy Christmas and New Year from the Towersey Neighbourhood 

Plan Steering Group.    

 

 

  

 

MISSING RED AND WHITE CHECKED TABLECLOTHS 

We are still missing from the Village Hall about 10 of the red and white gingham table cloths.   
If you have ever kindly taken them home to wash them, please can you check every nook and cranny to make sure 

they are not squirreled away somewhere, as the hall really needs them back. 
With many thanks for your help. 

 
TMH Committee 
 

mailto:towerseynp@gmail.com


 

 

  



Towersey Masters 2016 - Wednesday 28th December 

 

The infamous Towersey Christmas Golf and I use the word ‘golf’ very loosely is back in the diary and I am now taking 

bookings.  Its the same format as last year, drinks, golf, drink, food and more drinks and remember its more about the 

participation than the golf.   Fancy dress is essential, a bicycle or some form of transport (its too far to walk), two 

weapons of choice and some golf balls.  The holes will be split up between the playing fields and the bottom of Manor 

Road and various numbers of these holes will be stationed with refreshments of the stronger variety.  The day will start 

at 10.00 am with bacon roles at Adrians on the cross roads, then I’ll split the players off to different holes then back to 

the pub for 1pm for a roast dinner.  The cost is £16 a head and includes a Roast dinner, your first pint or small glass of 

wine and £1 towards prizes and engraving of the trophy.    We are limited to 65 people and its a first come first served 

basis.  Please send me your details via e-mail, WhatsApp or drop me a bell on ashleybyrne@me.com or 07812085418  

 

Ashley  

 
 

 

  

mailto:ashleybyrne@me.com


Christmas Tree Recycling at 

Sport and Social club car park    

and Village Green, Manor Road, 

Towersey 

Return your old tree here by Sunday 15 

January 2017. 

(Trees left after this date will not be accepted) 
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Budding Sports Stars or New Year’s Resolutions? 

 

We are having a tidy up and we have some great equipment that is looking for a new home. 

All items are absolutely free, but we would be delighted if in exchange, you would make a 

donation to the Towersey Playing Fields. 

We have; 

A full sized, slate based Pool Table plus cues and pool balls. 

A one-half size (approx.) Snooker Table with snooker balls and balls for pool, plus cues. This 

is designed to fit on a dining table or some trestles. 

 

For those of you looking to be a little more active; 

A rowing machine, that is also a reclining cycling machine – Image Pro II 

A Kettler cross-trainer. 

 

All are in good condition, but a bit dusty! 

If you are interested, please give Mark or Judith a call on 216767 or pop round and have a 

look. 

 

 

 

  

 

Towersey Wives Club 

Towersey Wives Club's next event is the Christmas Dinner on Tuesday, 6th December, 6pm for 6.30pm at The Three 

Horseshoes. Those attending will be sent final details prior to the evening. 

 

There is no meeting in January - the next meeting will be the annual planning meeting in February, details of which 

will be circulated nearer the time. 

 

Many thanks. 

 

Daphne 



Towersey Parish Council 

December 2016 

Towersey Parish Council would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  

All electors in the Parish are welcome to attend Parish Council meetings. If you wish to ask a question of the Council 

email The Clerk joannewills@btinternet.com 

Next Meeting Date: 

6th December –  7.00pm – in the War Memorial Hall 
Parish Councillors on the Council are: 
Cllr Mark Davis (Chairman), Cllr Steve Nutley (Vice Chairman),  
Cllr Kerr Stephenson, Cllr Nikki Jackson and Cllr Ashley Byrne.  
District Councillors are: Cllr Lynn Lloyd, Cllr Ian White 
County Councillors are: Cllr David Wilmshurst 
Christmas Tree Recycling 

Collection points for your real Christmas tree recycling will be: 

 Sport and Social club car park  

 Village Green, Manor Road 
Return your old tree to one of these locations by Sunday 15 January 2017. 

(Trees left after this date will not be accepted) 

Christmas Waste Collections 

Wednesday 28 December Grey bin and food waste 
Wednesday 4 January  Green bin and food waste (no garden waste) 
Tuesday 10 January  Grey bin and food waste 
 
Statement from Biffa 

We’ll only empty green wheelie bins if the recycling in them is loose or in clear sacks. 
 
Despite a recent campaign to raise awareness of the issue, food waste, dirty nappies, and other items we can’t recycle 
are still contaminating whole truckloads of recycling. When these are put into recycling bins in black or coloured sacks 
they’re not spotted until it’s too late. 
 
If there’s a sack in a recycling bin and the waste crews can’t see what’s in it, they won’t empty it. 
 
The best option is to put your recycling in loose (give it a quick rinse beforehand to keep your green bin smelling fresh). 
If you would prefer to use clear sacks, you can buy them from Thame Town Council offices or supermarkets. 
If you have any questions, please contact Biffa on 03000 610 610 or admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk. 
 

Useful Contact Numbers: 
Mrs Jo Wills - Towersey Parish Council Clerk –  joannewills@btinternet.com 
PCSO Natalie White – Thame Valley Police -  101 
OCC Street Light faults -    0800 317802 
OCC Highways issues – pot holes etc  0845 3101111 
Thame Citizens Advice Bureau   08444 111 444 
 

 

  

mailto:joannewills@btinternet.com
mailto:joannewills@btinternet.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Village Diary from December 2016 

 
 
Sunday 3rd December 10.30 am – 12.00 pm Pop Up Café      Memorial Hall 
Sunday 3rd December 7.30 pm  “No Direction” Christmas Special  Memorial Hall 
Sunday 18th December 4.30 -15 pm  Family Christmas Party    Memoria Hall 
Saturday 28th January 10.00 am – 1.00 pm Towcap Glass Fusing Workshop   Monks Risborough 
18th March     Irish Dance Night    Memorial Hall 
30th April     May Festival     Village Green 

Deadline for articles for next newsletter is 6th January 

 

 

Wanted: House for Sale or rent  in Towersey 

House wanted for sale or rent in Towersey for wonderful, kind 

and loving couple looking to move closer to their family who 

already live in the village. 

If you are considering selling or renting out your house in 

Towersey, please contact Carol on: 07811 359582 

 

 
Supporting families and young people in Towersey 

 
 
The Christopher Deane’s Foundation provides grants towards educational purposes, for school uniforms, field trips, 
books and other articles for any student from primary school through to university or apprenticeship up to the age 
of twenty‐five. 
 
If you would like to know more, or to apply (anyone who has lived in Towersey continuously for three years) do 
send an email to The Trustees at christopherdeane@mail.com attaching receipts or details of educational 
equipment bought.  


