Towersey Newsletter
August 2017
Editorial
As I write this it is raining but I am ever hopeful that the sun will return, hence my rather optimistic image of it above!
The big event this month is our wonderful Towersey Fringe, where I hope to see lots of you enjoying its many delights
and fantastic comedy, whilst raising much needed funds for the playing fields in the process.
The newsletter is produced and distributed for free by volunteers, but the paper copies are printed locally, which does
cost money. Around 115 copies are printed for each edition at a cost of about £30 per month. To date the bulk of the
funding for the printed copies has come from village organisations and that we hope this will continue. However, at
present we do not have the money to finance printing the next edition so, unless donations are received in the next
month, we will only be able to distribute the newsletter digitally. If you would like to make a donation then please let us
know and we will pass your details on to Jan Rasmussen, our treasurer who will be happy to let you know how to go
about doing that.
Editors: Lisa Davis (t: 217328 ) and Anne Barrow (t: 215034) – editors (newsletter@towerseyvillage.co.uk )

Update: Carousel Number 40 Bus Service through Towersey
Earlier this month we were asked by the Parish Council to include the following in the newsletter:
“The County Council has been advised by Carousel Buses Ltd, that the company intends to withdraw the bus service
from Towersey village after operation on September 2nd 2017. From Monday 4th September all journeys on route 40
will operate between Thame and Chinnor via the B4012 Howland Road. Bus service 40 is currently operated on a
commercial basis by Carousel Buses Ltd and this change is their commercial decision. I regret that the County Council
no longer has a revenue budget to procure non-commercial bus journeys.
Regards
David Taylor
Senior Transport Planner
Infrastructure Development|County Hall|New Road|Oxford|OX1 1ND”
Since then, however, things have moved on and on the 26th July, the Parish Council received this update:
“I am pleased to be able to confirm that Carousel buses are going to re-register Bus Service 40 to serve
Towersey. They will divert one morning journey towards Thame and two afternoon journeys from Thame at school
time.
Carousel will be submitting a short registration notice to the Traffic Commissioners today, which should allow the
service to commence from 3rd September 2017. The County Council have submitted a letter of support for the
registration.

Cllr Jeannette Matelot”

TOWERSEY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE
Your Towersey Neighbourhood Planning Team are now back in the fray! We had a small delay whilst
waiting to meet with the SODC team, but that happened in mid-July and our engines are back revving!
However, now we need YOUR HELP please.
Having collected and collated (thank you again for all you views, thoughts and ideas in the survey and village hall
discussion), we the TNP team, now need to create. Our focus will be on writing the draft plan. From your feedback, we
are developing a “Vision for Towersey” – that given how consistent the views were, hopefully we will all agree upon. From
that we will develop objectives such as perhaps, “to maintain Towersey’s rural setting and the openness around us”. Then
finally, to support those Objectives, we need to develop Policies that enable them. That Policy could be “to focus
development on infill or backfill properties only”. These are of course just some examples, but our aim is to complete a
rough draft of the document by the end of September.
In the meantime, TOWERSEY NEEDS YOU! As part of the plan, we will be including pictures and descriptions of the views
and vistas in and around the village that are important to you. These could be views into the village from outside, views
out across the fields, the treelines or hedgerows or of course, favourite settings or buildings. In fact, anything visual about
the village that you value or that perhaps sums up Towersey for you in one picture.
Of course, you may have more than one, so please send all your photos or descriptions to
the TNP team and we will select the top 3, and there will be prizes! For the children, we
will give the 3 winners cinema vouchers. So, as you wander through the village, or perhaps
on a cycle back from Thame, keep your eyes open and let us share your sights. The winners
and I am sure others, will be included in the final Neighbourhood Plan for posterity.
We will also be walking about ourselves taking photos of properties and buildings in the
village. We will always stay on public paths and roads and of course will ensure that no
individuals are visible within the pictures. These are required for us to build up a portfolio
of examples of our wide and varied “Built Environment” and though only a few will be used
in the final Plan, we need to show examples of the variety that makes up Towersey.
The final TOWERSEY NEEDS YOU! is as part of a survey of flora and fauna in and around
the village. A formal survey will have taken place in the last week of July, but as always that
will only be a snapshot of what is visible on the day. In the same way as views, vistas and
even glimpses (yes, we can even include glimpses in the Plan!) make up the beauty and
interest of the village, these are supported by the wide abundance of trees, plants and animal life that thrive amongst us.
So just as important as pictures of views, vistas and glimpses, please send us pictures or information about the flora and
fauna around you that once again, makes Towersey special. A special flower that you see only rarely, a dormouse or
hedgehog that you know of, or even perhaps one of the famous great crested newts?
So Towersey, that is your challenge. While your TNP team are scribbling and scribing, we need you to be showing us or
telling us about all the features of the village that are, and make the village, special to you.
Until next time, your TNP Team (towerseynp@gmail.com)

Towersey Neighbourhood Plan - Landscape and Environment
On Tuesday the 25th of July, we were pleased to have Marney Hall Consultancy carry out a walking survey of 3
fields in the village to assess the biodiversity of the meadows. It was a very interesting few hours identifying and
naming the wild flowers, both in the common names and scientific. Whilst there were no outstanding and rare
species, the density was remarkable, and what was also very visible was the ancient ridge and furrow layout as
clear as day creating diversity for dry loving plants on the ridge and moisture loving ones in the furrows. Her report
will take a few days and we are sure it will make some interesting reading.
If you know of, or have seen, interesting wild plants, animals or habitats of wildlife interest in or around Towersey
please let us know, we would love to hear from you so that we can work towards protecting and maintaining our
landscape and environment. You can contact Mark Davis on 01844 217328.

Supporting families and young people in Towersey

The Christopher Deane’s Foundation provides grants towards educational purposes, for school uniforms, field trips,
books and other articles for any student from primary school through to university or apprenticeship up to the age
of twenty‐five.
If you would like to know more, or to apply (anyone who has lived in Towersey continuously for three years) do
send an email to The Trustees at christopherdeane@mail.com attaching receipts or details of educational
equipment bought.

TOWERSEY VILLAGE VOICES COMMUNITY CHOIR
IMPORTANT NEWS

Our local community choir Village Voices Towersey is approaching its eighth birthday in fine voice. Since our
appearance at the Towersey Fête (see above), we have featured on the new Red Kite Radio – 107.2 FM – and sung at
the Bledlow Ridge Friendship Club, as we prepare for this year’s Towersey Festival.
The important news is that from September we will be meeting on Wednesdays instead of Fridays, still in the Memorial
Hall with the exception of the third Wednesday in the month when we will decamp to the Sports and Social Club, while
the Memorial Hall is used by our fellow musicians from the Haddenham Traditional Music Group.
Our new term starts on Wednesday 13 September in the Memorial Hall. Do come along and join us between 7.30 and
9.30 pm, and maybe for a drink in the Three Horseshoes afterwards. We sing for fun: there is no need to be able to
read music, or to commit to coming every week. We sing songs from all around the world in harmony and without
accompaniment, taught by our wonderful leader Sarah Westcott.
Have a look at www.villagevoicestowersey.com or our Facebook page for further information about the choir, and
contact us via the website or email villagevoices.towersey@gmail.com, or phone Madeleine on 01844 352468 or Ruth
on 01844 352894 / 07966 373134.

TOWERSEY FETE
We have finalised this year’s accounts and we made a staggering
GRAND TOTAL OF

£16,525
This figure smashes our 2015 record by a convincing £862.
An enormous thank you to everyone who
helped to make the Fete such a success.

Once again, we are going to give 10% of this to other Village Organisations,
so that they can benefit from this success. The remainder will go towards
the costs of restoring the fabric of the Church.

The Committee always welcome feedback of any kind, the fete has been a huge success but
we want this to continue so new ideas are always welcome
so to, are comments on things that can be done better!

The Church Fete Committee
lgjriley@btinternet.com

Towersey Parish Council
August 2017
All electors in the Parish are welcome to attend Parish Council meetings. If you wish to ask a question of the Council
email The Clerk joannewills@btinternet.com
Next Meeting Date:
All meetings in 2017 are being held in the War memorial Hall and will commence at 7.30pm
Next meeting: 12th September 2017
Parish Councillors on the Council are:
Cllr Mark Davis (Chairman), Cllr Steve Nutley, Cllr Kerr Stephenson, Cllr Nikki Jackson and
Cllr Ashley Byrne (Vice Chairman).
District Councillors are: Cllr Lynn Lloyd, Cllr Ian White
County Councillor: Cllr Jeannette Matelot

Planning Matters:
PM.1 Planning Applications considered:
P17/S2204/HH Two storey side and single storey front extension. Conversion of garage and change to external
materials (amended plans) at Greenway, Manor Road.
Recommendation: Approval
P17/S1642/FUL Construct barn for tractors, cars, equipment and storage at Church Farm, Lower Green.
Recommendation: Approval
Wheelie Bin Stickers – Traffic Calming option
Andy has a stock of 30mph stickers for our wheeled bins so we can remind motorists to slow down.
If you wish to discuss getting a sticker for your bin please call Andy on 01844 261430
Thank you.

Useful Contact Numbers:
Mrs Jo Wills - Towersey Parish Council Clerk –

joannewills@btinternet.com

PCSO Natalie White – Thame Valley Police -

101

OCC Street Light faults -

0800 317802

OCC Highways issues – pot holes etc

0345 3101111

Thame Citizens Advice Bureau

08444 111 444

C/Cllr Matelot

01844 213004 or email jeannette.matelot@oxfordshire.gov.uk

TOWERSEY PLAYING FIELDS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
FRINGE FUND-RAISER 2017
BOTTLE TOMBOLA
FROM
SHAMPOO TO CHAMPAGNE

PLEASE DONATE A BOTTLE OF ANY
KIND
TO SUPPORT OUR FUNDRAISING

WE WILL COLLECT
PLEASE CONTACT US ON:
JUDITH 216767 or JIM 218871
THANK YOU

Tea…Coffee…Tea…Coffee…Tea…Coffee…Tea…Coffee…

THE VILLAGE POP UP CAFÉ
In Aid of Towersey Memorial Hall

A wonderful way to catch up with your friends
and neighbours on all your summer news
and Enjoy a Bacon Bap.

Back After its Summer Break
Saturday 2nd September
10:30am – 12noon
Freshly brewed coffee and tea,
Delicious homemade cakes
Also our Book Swap Corner

Tea…Coffee…Tea…Coffee…Tea…Coffee…Tea…Coffee…

Village Diary from August 2017

27th August
2nd September
12th September
16 September
4th November

12.00 pm
10.30 am – 12.00 pm
7.30 pm
7.30 pm

Towersey Fringe
Pop Up Café
Parish Council Meeting
Big Harvest Bake Off
Race Night

Playing Fields
Memorial Hall
Memorial Hall
Memorial Hall
Memorial Hall

The deadline for articles for the next newsletter is August 25th

