
  Editorial 
 
I am sad to say that Anne Barrow who joined me as Co-editor of this newsletter in January 2016 is stepping down and 

moving to pastures new with her husband David - Cornwall to be exact.  I must confess that I am going to miss them 

both very much and I know that I am not the only one.  It’s hard to imagine Towersey without them and we have 

certainly all benefited from Anne’s involvement in the Playing Fields Committee and Parish Council over the years, not 

forgetting this newsletter of course. I’m sure you will all join me in thanking Anne for helping to keep the newsletter 

going over the last couple of years and wish her and David the best of luck in the next chapter in their lives.   

I am happy to say that Jenni Jones has kindly agreed to take over from Anne as Co-editor and will be producing her first 

newsletter next month!  Jenni has been acting as distribution co-ordinator for the newsletter for the past few months, 

which involves distributing the newsletter to the lovely people in the village that put the newsletter through their 

neighbours letterboxes. If anyone would like to share the load and take on that particular role, that would be much 

appreciated.   

 
Editors: Lisa Davis (t: 217328 ) and Jenni Jones (t: 07788 351581) (newsletter@towerseyvillage.co.uk  ) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Towersey Newsletter 

August 2018 

 

Thank you to Farol and Helpful Hirings who 

between them, kindly pay for the printing of our 

newsletter each month. 

Towersey Fringe 2018 

 

Would you like to Sponsor a Barrel and get yourself a Limited 
Edition T-Shirt? 

 
For just £120, either a business, family or individual can sponsor a barrel at Towersey 

Fringe and receive their name in the programme and on the website, and also a 
Limited Edition ‘Towersey Fringe 2018’ T-shirt – be the envy of all your friends! 

 
If you would like to participate, and support the Towersey Playing Fields, please 

contact Lucinda Masters 260869 / jlmasters@btopenworld.com 
 
 

mailto:newsletter@towerseyvillage.co.uk


 

Summer Village Clean up 
 
The Towersey Parish council would like to thank everyone who helped with the cleaning up of the village in June.  This is 
one of two days we do in the year where we ask villagers to help in making the village a better place all round. 
 
As many of you may or may not know, due to cut backs at all levels of governments and councils, the grass cutting is 
now a rarity from SODC rather than a regular occurrence.  It was for this reason that a team of villagers cut back the 
grass around all verges, stiles, speeding signs and the main pathways through the village. The guys did a great job of not 
only making the village look smarter, there are also some serious safety and speed concerns dealt with by making all the 
signs clearer and more visible.  This was further enhanced by the signs being hosed down and each one washed by 
hand.   
 
The last areas the council considered important was to re-condition the top end bus stop that was looking a little tired 
to say the least.  As you can see from the photos the difference was quite amazing! The old bus stop was sanded down 
and then painted in the same green as the lower bus stop.   
 
It was a busy few hours of hard work but the Parish Council would like to thank everyone who took their Sunday 
morning off to make Towersey an even better place to live.  Your hard work is truly appreciated by everyone.   
 
Many thanks again 
 
Towersey Parish Council  
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 



 

 

  

 

Game of Thrones 

Medieval Night  

At The Three Horseshoes 

22nd September 

Dress up 
Best dressed gets a prize 

Eat  
Lamb shank or ½ roast chicken and roast potatoes – vegetarian option available 

Pre-order your choice of food  

 Drink  
Ales, mead and wine  

Dance to Celtic heartbeat 

Tickets on sale at the Three Horseshoes -   £20     

 

This Photo by Unknown Author 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author 

http://georgina-gibson.deviantart.com/art/Medieval-Knight-2-182281054
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Fly Tipping in Towersey 

How anyone can justify dumping their rubbish in a ditch at the side of a road or in the gateway of a farmer’s field is 
beyond the understanding of any reasonable person, yet fly tipping seems to be all too common. The chances of 
catching someone in the act are pretty small too as I imagine it doesn’t take more than a few seconds to throw rubbish 
out of a vehicle if you don’t care where it lands.  It just so happens, however, that my husband, Mark, and eldest son, 
Connor, whilst driving back from Thame at about 10.00 pm on a Thursday at the end of June, came across a car stopped 
on the bridge by Helpful Hirings, facing out of the village, where the driver appeared to have just done that very thing.  
The tailgate was still up and the driver stood at the back of the vehicle as they approached - the road behind the car 
strewn with rubbish. As they pulled alongside, the driver quickly got back into her driving seat and drove away.  The car 
registration number was noted and Mark and Connor, set about clearing the road. The incident was reported to our 
Parish Clerk the following day and the information was then passed to the Environmental Health Department to deal 
with.  

The following week I was sent this by Angela Dike: 

 

A BIG THANKYOU TO OUR WOMBLE CALLED HEATHER 

Last Sunday (July 1st) I was driving home from Thame around midday, and found Heather filling her shopping trolley with 
a large quantity of rubbish which someone had chucked into the ditch just beyond the humpbacked bridge. Down in the 
ditch, and hidden by tall stinging nettles, there was enough to fill at least TWO black bins, and because Heather walks 
along the road from Thame to Towersey very frequently she noticed it and decided to have a go at clearing it up herself. 
It was a boiling hot day and I have to say she was somewhat difficult to see in her dark clothing, so she was in some 
danger from all the passing traffic, which fortunately managed not to run her over. I turned round when I got home and 
went back to lend her a hand. 

FLY TIPPING IS A SERIOUS OFFENCE AND THERE’S NO EXCUSE FOR IT 

Thank you Heather, for caring enough to help towards keeping Towersey tidy.     

 ( Angela Dike) 

 

I explained Mark and Connor’s experience to Angela and she got in touch with the Environmental Health Department to 
let them know that the rubbish had already been retrieved but that she had yet to dispose of it. The rubbish left by fly 
tippers often contains important evidence that can be used to prosecute the offenders, so they were quite keen to take 
a look through it. Witness statements were requested and have been supplied and if it leads to a prosecution I will let 
you know! 

Heather’s selfless determination to clear away what was some pretty disgusting rubbish was quite heroic, particularly 
on such a hot day, and her community spiritedness an example to us all, so thank you Heather!  Thank you also to 
Angela who assisted and who has provided the evidence to the Environmental Health Department. 

On the following page, there is the information from SODC’s website advising what to do when you come across fly 
tipped rubbish. 

Lisa Davis 

 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 

SODC Advice – What To Do When You Come Across Fly-Tipping 

http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/environment-and-neighbourhood-issues/street-cleaning-and-fly-
tipping/fly-tipping 

Reporting fly-tipping (dumped rubbish) 

If you witness fly-tipping or wish to report materials fly-tipped, please contact our Environmental Protection Team via 
our waste contractor (Biffa): 

• report fly-tipping online form 
or telephone 03000 610 610 or email admin.southoxford@biffa.co.uk 

Please do not remove anything from the fly-tip site.  It is vital that all the evidence is left at the site for council officers 
to investigate.  If any evidence is removed, it could damage any potential prosecution case taken by the council. 

What information we need 

If you find a fly-tipping site, please provide the following information: 

• its location 
• type and quantity of waste dumped. 
And if you witnessed a fly-tip in progress, please provide the following information: 

• date and time of the event 
• its location 
• type and quantity of waste dumped 
• description of the person(s) carrying out the fly-tipping 
• vehicle description and registration 
• any company details (i.e. name of the site of a company van or vehicle) 
• any other information felt to be helpful for the council's investigation. 
People found guilty of fly-tipping can face unlimited fines or a prison sentence. 

Removing fly-tipping 

We are responsible for removing fly-tipped waste from the public highway and highway verges. For information about 
how fly-tipped waste is dealt with see our page on street cleaning . If waste has been dumped on private land it is the 
responsibility of the landowner to remove it. 

What are we doing about fly-tipping? 

Catching people fly-tipping (dumping rubbish) is not always easy but we work closely with Police, the Environment 
Agency and partner local authorities to share intelligence and techniques. 

We're also using more sophisticated methods than ever before to get the evidence that is needed, including the use of 
portable CCTV cameras in fly-tipping hot spots, which had led to a number of prosecutions. 

However, we really value information about fly-tipping from people living in the communities where it is happening. 
Anyone who has information that might help us tackle fly-tipping offences should get in touch with us so we can 
investigate. 
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 Towersey Fringe 2018 

Where we hope you will 

Dance All Day and Laugh All Night! 

 

Can you believe it?!  This is the fourth Towersey Fringe event and we thank you all 
for supporting us. As you may know by now, our aim is to provide a fun and 
inexpensive day out for all the family, rounded off by professional comedians, 
(hopefully) sending us all home laughing, whilst raising funds to maintain and 
improve our lovely playing field. 

During the day we have a host of excellent local bands to entertain you, all providing 
their time free of charge, along with a fine array of food and drink to keep everyone 
fed and watered.  I’m also pleased to say that by popular demand the Gin Bar will be 
making another appearance, in the main bar tent, kindly sponsored by Kamtech.  

New this year we have Go Karting for the kids along with the return of plenty of 
other activities such as face painting, Zorbs and other inflatable toys for all ages.   

The Spa area will be returning, where you can enjoy a relaxing head massage or 
reflexology.  

This year we are delighted to announce that we are going to start Phase One of our 
project! 

Thanks to your support we are now able to start the first phase of our plan, which is 
to improve and update the children’s play area. All being well, we hope to start work 
at the beginning of November this year. Many young families get a huge amount of 
enjoyment from the play area, so we are very pleased to be able to improve the 
space. 

Following the completion of Phase One, we have further plans in progress to rebuild 
a new club house and provide additional sporting facilities for the residents of 
Towersey and the surrounding areas. It is a Community Project, run and manned by 
volunteers from the village. 

All of today’s events are organised by a voluntary committee, which very much 
appreciates your support and welcomes any ideas or comments you may have to 
help us for future years. Please don’t be shy and e mail us at 
info@towerseyfringe.co.uk 

Remember Dance All Day & Laugh All Night! 

Towersey Fringe Committee. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

TOWERESY PLAYING FIELDS 

150 CLUB 

RESULTS OF THE 10TH DRAW FOR 2017/18 

Mr & Mrs M Foster:  £15 

Mrs A Dike: £25 

Mr & Mrs K Stephenson:  £50 

RESULTS OF THE 11TH DRAW FOR 2017/18 

Mrs N Zergi: £15 

Mrs A Clarke: £25 

Mrs T Higgins: £50 

Sincere thanks to all who subscribe to the 150 Club in aid of The Playing Fields.  Good luck in the next Draw. 

 



 

Towersey Parish Council 
August 2018 

 
News…. Towersey Parish Council is now on Facebook 
Please like our Facebook page for news and events search for … Towersey Parish Council  
 
Next Meeting Date: 
All meetings are held in the War memorial Hall and will commence at 7.30pm 
Next meeting date: 11th September 2018 
All electors in the Parish are welcome to attend Parish Council meetings.  
If you wish to ask a question of the Council email The Clerk clerk@towerseypc.co.uk 
 
Parish Councillors on the Council are: 
Cllr Mark Davis (Chairman), Cllr Steve Nutley, Cllr Kerr Stephenson, Cllr Nikki Jackson and  
Cllr Ashley Byrne (Vice Chairman).  
District Councillors are: Cllr Lynn Lloyd, Cllr Ian White 
County Councillor: Cllr Jeannette Matelot 
 
 
Planning Matters:  
PM.1 Planning Applications considered: 
P18/S1098/FUL – Amended details 
Partial change of use of residential and demolition of existing workshop and erection of two 3 bedroom semi detached 
chalet bungalows (ridge height of dwellings reduced, front dormers removed and materials changed as shown on 
amended plans dated 25th June) 
Merlin House, Chinnor Road 
TPC Recommendation: No Objection 
 
P18/S2139/FUL 
Erection of stable building and tractor store. 
Land to the west of Chinnor Road 
TPC Recommendation: Objection 
TPC fail to identify a need for this. The applicant has a share in ownership of similar local facilities which we understand 
are currently empty and under used.  
TPC cannot see the need for this permanent structure to be sited in this location as other options are available.  
 
P18/S1865/FUL 
Change of use of agricultural land to storage and siting of storage containers. 
Land off Windmill Road 
TPC Recommendation: Objection 
Industrialisation of a rural village.  The current solar farm has only got a 25 year license – once removed after license 
expiry the access road etc will remain – too industrial.  
Not required for farm diversification. Damage the appearance of the land even further.  
Not compatible with the area. Vehicle access a concern – increased number of vehicles.  
 
P18/S1938/HH 
Removal of orangery roof, new bedroom above to create dressing room and side window to shower room at Oakwood 
House, Chinnor Road.  
TPC Recommendation: No Objection 
 
 
PM.2 Planning Permissions – Granted by SODC 
P18/S1245/HH - Proposed partial garage conversion and internal alterations to main dwelling house, and conversion of 
annex outbuilding into guest accommodation at Yew Tree House.  
 

mailto:clerk@towerseypc.co.uk


 
 
 
 
Grass cutting and using Fix My Street 
Sadly TPC have been advised that OCC will now only cut the grass verges, entering the village just once a year – in 
August – we don’t think this is satisfactory – do you?  
We need your help! 
TPC are arranging meetings with OCC in September to discuss the best way forward.  
If you witness a dangerous area with overgrowth obscuring visibility please take a picture (if safe to do so and you are 
not driving!) Please email it to clerk@towerseypc.co.uk 
If you see the OCC crew out cutting the verges in August please let me know.  
 
Also – please can we ask that everyone uses FIX MY STREET to report road / lighting / pavement issues. 
The more reports they get the more chance we have in the parish of receiving some help. 
 
Please download the App on your mobile phone (go to your app store - its free)  
Each road issue you see - pot hole, street light error, pavement damage etc etc can be reported via Fix My Street. 
All of these stats go direct to Central Government so it is in the best interest of OCC Highways to get issues repaired and 
resolved quickly.  
Multiple reports of any issue are fine - especially if pictures of the issue are attached to your report. 
Please use this application to ensure our streets are repaired as they should be and maintained to a good safety.  
https://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ 
 
 
Useful Contact Numbers: 
Mrs Jo Wills - Towersey Parish Council Clerk –  clerk@towerseypc.co.uk  
PCSO Thame Valley Police -    101 
OCC Street Light faults -    0800 317802 
OCC Highways issues – pot holes etc  0345 3101111 
Thame Citizens Advice Bureau   08444 111 444 
C/Cllr Matelot     01844 213004 or email jeannette.matelot@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Towersey Neighbourhood Plan Update 

It’s been a couple of months since our last update but as the saying goes, the devil is in the detail!  We continue 

to work through our draft plan, in particular the policy development, to ensure that we are in tune with the 

emerging local plan at our district and county levels.   

 

We have just been appointed with our new NP Lead Officer to help us through the next plan development 

stages, who we look forward to meeting with over the coming weeks.  

 

Before signing off from this brief update, many thanks to our village residents who continue to keep in contact 

via our email.  Don’t forget, you can always contact us with feedback or questions to towerseynp@gmail.com  

Until next time, your TNP team. 

 

mailto:clerk@towerseypc.co.uk
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ffixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk%2F&h=ATOMptaHertwcLKee2uYQNuC4ROcvj1-zRwyXPttRBqez8Q3xcSAHYgE3yr_OE3TUgOzmTouJ5iEFI9aVgPDJom1moZ8HKurFOPazkYMmYLjtf8wJyEnOPmNZ0sIrlOXmiAz37qq0_rpnWiB89HFwH6xQpwZt1RKyRpzr-UiLS7-UuAHH8qFRemhgJ1E-26tcZ06vcs5SRmjvSGrBe_mJgb44wUyCqEwRE11Vz2XWpez0eSJpDiJiInOWw
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Spoons and 

Balloons?! 
Or a Towersey Quiz with a difference. 

Do you get bored with the same old questions? Do you get annoyed when the 

question-master just wants to prove how clever he or she is? And the only answer 

you know is for the question they never ask? 

If the answer is YES to any of these, then you need to come to TOWCAP’s Spoons 

and Balloons on Friday 28th September at the Village Hall. 

This will be a quiz to remember – Physical games, mental games, Lego games and 

even a wine tasting game!  

Eight rounds for eight tables of eight people. Make up a whole table or 

just come and join in with your friends from the village. 

Whatever happens, you will have a great evening. There will be different games 

and quizzes for everyone to enjoy, whatever your ability. 

Book quickly – only 64 tickets available so they will sell out fast. 

Tickets are ONLY £10 per person with all the proceeds helping to continue 

TOWCAP’s support of village arts and events. A bar is available if you need more 

than JUST a wine taste, with snacks to help keep you going. 

REMEMBER – you’ve got to be in it to win it!! 

Doors open at 7:30 – the games start at 8:00pm 

Book your tickets and/or tables: from  

Paul Mellor on 01844 214888 or pvmellor@hotmail.com 
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The Night Before the Fringe…. 

Saturday 25th August 

The Bar at the Fringe will be open for business 

6pm – 10pm 

BBQ (hot dogs and burgers) available from 7pm 

Gin Bar, Beer, Prosecco, Pimms, Lager, Cider and 

more! 

Hope to see you there –  

a wonderful way to start a fantastic event 

 

 
Supporting families and young people in Towersey 

 
The Christopher Deane’s Foundation provides grants towards educational purposes, for school uniforms, field 
trips, books and other articles for any student from primary school through to university or apprenticeship up to 
the age of twenty‐five. 
 
If you would like to know more, or to apply (anyone who has lived in Towersey continuously for three years) do 
write to The Trustees, c/o 49, Windmill Road, Towersey OX9 3QQ enclosing receipts or details of educational 
equipment bought. 

http://mags-pi.deviantart.com/art/School-Uniforms-176019079
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for articles for the next newsletter is 24th August 

 
Village Diary from August 2018  

 
Sat 25th Aug  6.00 pm Fringe bar open     Playing Fields 
Sunday 26th August 12.00 pm Towersey Fringe    Playing Fields 
11th September  7.30 pm Parish Council Meeting    Memorial Hall 
22nd September    Medieval Night     Three Horseshoes  
Friday 28th September 7.30 pm Quiz Night     Memorial Hall 
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Bottle  Tombola 

at 

Towersey Fringe 

 

Please could you spare some unopened bottles of anything for a Bottle 

Tombola at the Towersey Fringe to raise money for the upkeep of the 

Village Hall.  All donations will be gratefully received by Fliss Thompson 

at Thimble Hall, off Home Farm, or happy to collect, text 07921166088. 

Last date for donations is Thursday 23rd August 2018 

Thank you 
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