
Editorial 
 
It’s that time of year when the daffodils start to appear, the days are noticeably getting longer and it’s actually starting 
to feel like Spring. I always look forward to seeing all the daffodils that have been planted along the side of the road in 
Towersey - they are a really joyful sight.  Thank you to whoever put them there! 
 
February saw the sad passing of Ann Browning and our thoughts and sympathy go out to her family. Details of her 
funeral can be found below. 
 
I have an apology on behalf of the Phoenix Studio who, last month, mistakenly sent us an old advert from last year 
advertising courses in June.   
 
Lastly, please don’t forget to attend the Neighbourhood plan meeting, Sunday 4th March in the Memorial Hall. (The 
details are in this newsletter). Taking part in these meetings and making your own contribution to the way the plan is 
developed is your opportunity to influence the way that our village will be developed in the coming years – please don’t 
miss it.  
 
Editors: Lisa Davis (t: 217328 ) and Anne Barrow (t: 215034) (newsletter@towerseyvillage.co.uk  ) 
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Ann Browning 1936 - 2018 

Ann and her husband Ozzie came to live in Lower Green, Towersey in 1974.  They had two children, William and 

Mary. Ozzie was, and still is a farmer. Ann was a true nature lover, particularly loving wild flowers and the beauty of 

the countryside. She could always be relied upon for helping in the church with flower arranging and church 

cleaning. She was on committees for organising May Festivals and Church Fetes for many years, coming up with 

many good ideas and helping in various ways. Ann and Ozzie must have been glad when their daughter Mary 

married Jim Lucas and chose to settle down nearby in Towersey. In due course they had the joy of watching their 

three grandchildren, Billy, Sally and Lucy, growing up and sharing in many happy family times together. 

 

Ann had a fall at home last November, fracturing her hip, and was in hospital for several weeks, until she was 

transferred to Meadowcroft recently. She passed away there at the age of 82, on 14th February.  Our condolences 

go out to all the Browning family, as we remember Ann's contribution to the life of our village over many years. The 

funeral will be in St Catherine's Church on Friday 2nd March at 11.30am. Family flowers only, with donations 

welcome to the Alzheimer's society. 

Angela Dike 

 

Thank you to Farol and Helpful Hirings who 

between them, kindly pay for the printing of our 

newsletter each month. 

mailto:newsletter@towerseyvillage.co.uk


 

  



 



 

The Parish Council and Its Role in the Planning Process 
 

When I drive around the villages in our local area it seems like new housing developments are taking place around every 

corner. Whilst that’s great news for those in need of housing, it inevitably changes the environment that many of us 

have grown to love, so naturally development has become rather an emotive subject.  Our own Parish Council are doing 

their best to strike a balance between housing need and maintaining the character of our village but what exactly is 

their role in the process and what influence do they have? Why are there so many houses popping up in places that 

would never have been developed in the past? What can we do as a community to control development in our own 

village? 

When a planning application is made to South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC), they inform the Parish Council. They 

are obliged to do this as Parish Councils are “statutory consultees”, which means that the District Council is obliged by 

law to consult the Parish Council and invite comments (just as they do the Highways department, Forestry Officer, 

Waste Management Officer, or indeed any other relevant office). Parish Councils are not planning authorities and have 

no planning powers and no more rights than a member of the public - they have no powers to reject or approve a 

planning application. The Planning Officer, whose job it is to approve or refuse applications, is not obliged to base their 

decision on the comments of the Parish Council and those comments bear no more weight than comments made by 

members of the public. 

What happens when the Planning Officer approves an application that the Parish Council are opposed to? Any objection 

that a Parish Council makes has to be based on valid planning grounds, or “material considerations”. Material 

considerations can include overlooking/loss of privacy, loss of light or overshadowing, parking, highway safety, traffic, 

noise, effect on listed buildings and conservation areas, layout and density of building, design, appearance and 

materials, government policy, disabled persons' access, previous planning decisions (including appeal decisions) and 

nature conservation, amongst other things. However, issues such as loss of view, or negative effect on the value of 

properties are not material considerations (1) If this is done, the application is then forwarded to the Planning 

Committee for a decision to be made at the next District Council Planning meeting.  Councillors who sit on the Planning 

Committee don’t have to follow the advice of their Planning Officer and it is they who have the final say at the meeting 

on whether an application is approved or refused (8). At this meeting, any member of the public who wants to can stand 

up in front of the committee and explain why they believe the application should be refused. There is a time limit of 

three minutes precisely.  

Our current Chairman of the Parish Council has stood in front of the Planning Committee on several occasions in recent 

years to object to a planning application that the Planning Officer has recommended for approval. Making a case (based 

only on material considerations) for why the Planning Committee should vote against their own Planning Officer can 

take many hours of research and preparation.  Each time the Committee have agreed with the reasons for the Parish 

Council’s objections and voted against the decision of the Planning Officer.  On all but one of those occasion, that I can 

recall, the applicant has then taken their application to appeal (9). On all but one of those appeals the Planning 

Inspector has agreed with and upheld the Planning Officer’s decision. 

Once an application has gone to appeal and the Planning Inspector has granted permission for development, there is 

nothing that the local authority can do unless it can prove that the Inspector’s decision is unlawful (contrary to the 

National Planning Policy Framework – see below) in some way.  SODC have launched two High Court challenges in 

recent times on planning applications that have been approved by the Planning Inspectorate on the basis that they 

(SODC) cannot demonstrate a sufficient land supply (10 and 11). Neither challenge has been successful. 

If an approved planning application is for “outline” planning permission, then a further, more detailed, application can 

be made by the applicant. At this stage, the Parish Council have an opportunity to influence the details of the design, 

providing the considerations raised are material. If the Parish Council are prepared to work with the applicant, and vice  



 

 

versa, this is an opportunity to address some of the concerns that may have been raised when the original application 

was made.  Refusal of this kind of application will not overturn the permission granted in the original application. 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF (2)) – National Government Planning Regulations 
Local Plan – Local Government Planning regulations (3) (must adhere to NPPF) 
Neighbourhood Plan – Town or Village level (sits alongside the Local Plan) 
 
One of the central objectives of the NPPF is to “boost significantly the supply of housing”.  It states that planning 

decisions must be taken in accordance with the local authority’s development plan unless there are material 

considerations that dictate otherwise.  Currently around 70 Authority Local Plans, under the terms of the NPPF are 

considered “out of date” as they aren’t building houses at the rate that they said they would in their current 5-year 

plans. SODC is one of these local authorities (4). That shortfall of housing is considered a material consideration. As of 

May 2017, SODC calculated that they had 4.1 years of deliverable housing land supply, instead of the 5 years that the 

NPPF dictates that they should have (6). Paragraph 49 of the NPPF states that “Relevant policies for the supply of 

housing should not be considered up-to-date if the local planning authority cannot demonstrate a five-year supply of 

deliverable housing sites”. A recent Supreme Court Judgement further clarified the situation (5). This means that instead 

of following the guidelines in the Local Plan as normal, any local planning restrictions that would normally apply can be 

ignored, unless “any adverse impacts of doing so would significantly and demonstrably outweigh the benefits, when 

assessed against the policies in this Framework taken as a whole, or specific policies in this Framework indicate 

development should be restricted” (see paragraph 14 of the NPPF). Basically, because SODC can’t explain how they will 

be able to meet their 5-year plan, all land should be considered a development opportunity unless there is a major 

adverse effect to doing so.  It’s a gift for any land owner or property developer. 

In Towersey we do not yet have a Neighbourhood Plan, but for those Parishes that do, the local authority need only 

demonstrate a three-year supply of deliverable housing (7). This is why it is so important that we all engage in and finish 

our Neighbourhood Plan as soon as possible.  

1. https://www.gov.uk/guidance/determining-a-planning-application 

2. https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6077/2116950.pdf 

3. http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/local-plan 

4. https://www.local.gov.uk/plan-making-5-year-housing-land-supply 

5. https://www.supremecourt.uk/cases/uksc-2016-0078.html 

6. http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2017.06.07_5YHLS_ADDENDUM_0.pdf 

7. https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-

statement/Commons/2016-12-12/HCWS346/ 

8. http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/SN01030/SN01030.pdf  

9. https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/677318/Procedural_Guide_Pl

anning_appeals_version_1.pdf 

10. https://www.henleyherald.com/2017/12/08/sodc-continue-appeal-thames-farm-decision/ 

11. http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/news/2015/2015-11/council-launches-high-court-challenge-over-chinnor-

developments 

 

Lisa Davis 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6077/2116950.pdf
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/local-plan
https://www.local.gov.uk/plan-making-5-year-housing-land-supply
https://www.supremecourt.uk/cases/uksc-2016-0078.html
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2017.06.07_5YHLS_ADDENDUM_0.pdf
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Commons/2016-12-12/HCWS346/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-statement/Commons/2016-12-12/HCWS346/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/677318/Procedural_Guide_Planning_appeals_version_1.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/677318/Procedural_Guide_Planning_appeals_version_1.pdf
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                                                           Thank you 

 
I would like to thank all my friends and neighbours in Towersey who came to my 'surprise' birthday celebrations in 
the village hall on 13th January.  I had an amazing time, and although I had got wind that something was planned, I 
was overwhelmed by the number of people gathered there. It's a day I shall remember for a very long time and I 
hope you all enjoyed it as much as I did. Thank you everyone for helping make it so special. 
 
Daphne Hazeldine 

 

 QUIZ 
in aid of 

Rennie Grove Hospice Care 
Charity Number: 1140386 

Friday, 18th May, 2018  

 7.15 for 7.30 p.m. 
 

at Towersey Memorial Hall 
Chinnor  Road, Towersey, OX9 3QY 

 
Tickets £15pp includes ploughman’s and pudding 

from 01494 481459 
Bring your own drink and glasses, Raffle 

 
Reserve your seat with tables of 8 or make up a team when you arrive 

 



Towersey Parish Council 
February 2018 

 
News…. Towersey Parish Council is now on Facebook 
Please like our Facebook page for news and events search for … Towersey Parish Council  
 
 
Next Meeting Date: 
All meetings are held in the War memorial Hall and will commence at 7.30pm 
Next meeting dates: 6th March 2018 
All electors in the Parish are welcome to attend Parish Council meetings.  
If you wish to ask a question of the Council email The Clerk joannewills@btinternet.com 
 
Parish Councillors on the Council are: 
Cllr Mark Davis (Chairman), Cllr Steve Nutley, Cllr Kerr Stephenson, Cllr Nikki Jackson and  
Cllr Ashley Byrne (Vice Chairman).  
 
District Councillors are: Cllr Lynn Lloyd, Cllr Ian White 
County Councillor: Cllr Jeannette Matelot 
 
 
Please come along to the next village update for the Towersey Neighbourhood Plan 
To be held in the Village Hall on Sunday 4th March 2pm to 4pm 
We look forward to seeing you there.  
 
Fix My Street 
Please download the App on your mobile phone (go to your app store - its free)  
Each road issue you see - pot hole, street light error, pavement damage etc etc can be reported via Fix My Street. 
All of these stats go direct to Central Government so it is in the best interest of OCC Highways to get issues repaired and 
resolved quickly.  
Multiple reports of any issue are fine - especially if pictures of the issue are attached to your report. 
Please use this application to ensure our streets are repaired as they should be and maintained to a good safety.  
https://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ 
 
New community lottery launch 
Preparations are under way for our new community lottery called SO Charitable Lottery (SO standing for South 
Oxfordshire).  
We need your help to tell good causes in your communities about an event on 28 February, 2-3.30pm, at Cornerstone in 
Didcot, where they will be able to get more information on how to register as beneficiaries.  
The lottery will raise funds for local voluntary, community and charitable organisations while giving residents the chance 
to win prizes by purchasing £1 tickets. When residents sign up to the lottery tickets they will be able to choose which of 
the good causes they want to support. 
Good causes need to meet certain criteria to join the scheme. They can find out more and let us know if they would like 
to attend the event by emailing the policy and partnerships team or calling 01235 422168. 
 
 
 
Useful Contact Numbers: 
Mrs Jo Wills - Towersey Parish Council Clerk –  joannewills@btinternet.com 
PCSO Thame Valley Police -    101 
OCC Street Light faults -    0800 317802 
OCC Highways issues – pot holes etc  0345 3101111 
Thame Citizens Advice Bureau   08444 111 444 
C/Cllr Matelot     01844 213004 or email jeannette.matelot@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

 
 

mailto:joannewills@btinternet.com
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ffixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk%2F&h=ATOMptaHertwcLKee2uYQNuC4ROcvj1-zRwyXPttRBqez8Q3xcSAHYgE3yr_OE3TUgOzmTouJ5iEFI9aVgPDJom1moZ8HKurFOPazkYMmYLjtf8wJyEnOPmNZ0sIrlOXmiAz37qq0_rpnWiB89HFwH6xQpwZt1RKyRpzr-UiLS7-UuAHH8qFRemhgJ1E-26tcZ06vcs5SRmjvSGrBe_mJgb44wUyCqEwRE11Vz2XWpez0eSJpDiJiInOWw
mailto:joannewills@btinternet.com


 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DATE FOR YOUR DIARY… 

TOWERSEY FETE 

SUNDAY 24TH JUNE 2018 

The Church Fete is organised by a small team who 

meet at The Manor three or four times a year.  If you 

would like to take an active role in the Fete and join this 

team, please contact: Louise Riley 

Tel: 01844 218005 Email: lgjriley@btinternet.com 

 
 

Towersey Wives Club 
 

The next event for Towersey Wives Club is a visit to Thame Players to see the comedy "No Sex Please, We're 

British" on Tuesday, 6th March. If any villagers would also like to join us, please contact me by email or text 

message ASAP. 

 

Daphne Hazeldine 

daphnehazeldine@yahoo.co.uk 

07762 647888 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=NKfLGP1CeQh69M&tbnid=ktlhag4bUGWszM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://bathknightblog.com/2012/05/29/an-easy-guide-to-throwing-a-diamond-jubilee-street-party/&ei=SDlaU5rsOqHe7AbcsIHgDw&bvm=bv.65397613,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNH9JEphSJfJfrfY4YEOVYjn_m4E1w&ust=1398508144973113
mailto:daphnehazeldine@yahoo.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for articles for the next newsletter is 23rd March 

 
Supporting families and young people in Towersey 

 
 
The Christopher Deane’s Foundation provides grants towards educational purposes, for school uniforms, field trips, 
books and other articles for any student from primary school through to university or apprenticeship up to the age 
of twenty‐five. 
 
If you would like to know more, or to apply (anyone who has lived in Towersey continuously for three years) do 
send an email to The Trustees at christopherdeane@mail.com attaching receipts or details of educational 
equipment bought.  

 
Village Diary from March 2018  

 
Sunday 4th March 2-4 pm  Neighbourhood Plan Meeting   Memorial Hall 
Saturday 10th March   Village Voices Singing Workshop  Memorial Hall 
Friday 18th May  7.15 pm Quiz Night     Memorial Hall 
Sunday 24th June   Towersey Fete     Towersey Manor 
Sunday 26th August 12.00 pm Towersey Fringe    Playing Fields 
 
 


