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Editorial
The landscape shows that we are in the midst of autumn and the days are getting shorter but as always there
is plenty happening in Towersey, read on…
The village has suffered a number of burglaries/attempted burglaries from outbuildings/vans in the last few
weeks and since the last newsletter we sent an email to those on our edistribution list highlighting this problem
and advising who to report it to.
It is not editorial policy to send emails between newsletters as we want to ensure all villagers have access to
the same information. However, given this issue of safety we felt it appropriate on this occasion. A reminder
of who to contact in the event of an attempted break is repeated on page 14.
Finally a reminder that if you want to share season’s greetings with friends and neighbours in the village via
the December newsletter they should reach us by 25th November.
Editors: Lisa Davis (t: 217328) and Anne Barrow (t: 215034) – editors (newsletter@towerseyvillage.co.uk)

TOWERSEY PARISH COUNCIL VILLAGE TIDY UP
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 19th

It’s that time of year when the Parish council organise a clean and tidy of the village and we need
volunteers. From simple litter picking to ditch clearing, painting the bus shelters to weeding the paths
there is something for everyone to do on this day. We meet at the village hall at 10am and if people can
bring tools and spare a few hours that would be fantastic. Not only does this day help us to keep the
village look beautiful it’s also a chance to do essential work like clearing the ditches, ensuring the winter
is trouble free for villagers. The more people we get, the more we can achieve in keeping Towersey as
beautiful and functional as possible. Any questions or queries please contact Ashley on
ashleybyrne@me.com or 07812085418. Thank you in advance, Towersey Parish Council.

TOWERSEY ANNUAL NEW YEAR’S LUNCH 2017
Ahead of invitations being sent out, we would like to let you all know that the Towersey Annual New
Year Lunch will be on SUNDAY 8th JANUARY, so if you or your partner is aged 65 or over, please put it
in your diary now.
To confirm, the criteria for receiving an invitation is as follows:
 All residents of Towersey who have reached the age of 65, or whose partner has reached the age
of 65. For those residents who have been invited previously aged 60+, the invitation will
continue.
 Residents fitting the above criteria who move away from the village, for the one year after they
move.
 The ‘extended family’ of Towersey - i.e. local residents (rather than ex- village residents) who may
not live within the village, but who the TMH committee considers currently do a significant
amount to support and help the community, and have reached the correct age.
If you are new to the village or have become eligible in the last couple of years, please contact Rob
Walsh (213794 or rob_walsh11@hotmail.com) so that we can make sure you receive an invitation in
the next few weeks.
If you are not eligible to attend as a guest but would like to help at the lunch (which can be just as
fun!), please could you also let Rob Walsh know.
TMH Committee

I have a small armchair available to anyone who would like to collect it from
Inverbroom (tel 215287, mob 07710237308) Angela

GRANGE FARM LAMB
The season of mists and mellow fruitfulness is on us again and my lambs are getting considerably fatter. I
am taking another lot to the butcher next week so they will be available from the middle of the following
week if you want them fresh and anytime thereafter if you are happy for me to freeze them. They coming
in at 30-35 kg but I am happy to sell a half at a time if your freezer space is more limited. It is proving to
be much simpler if I just charge by the kilo (@ £7.50 kg) rather than trying to make them S, M, L, XL, XXL
and FBS (Flanagan Boys Size). The price is the same as it was before but the lambs are just that much
bigger.
They come simply butchered into legs, shoulders, cutlets, chops and mince and are individually vacuum
packed and boxed. They are absolutely delicious this time of year, I can confirm, having eaten two already
with aforementioned Flanagan Boys.
Please call on 07941 265485 or email me at ucninetynine@aol.com if you want me to reserve one for you
this time or for later in the season.

Kate Flanagan

THE VILLAGE POP UP
CAFÉ
10:30am – 12noon
Saturday 5th November
In Aid of Towersey Memorial Hall

Towersey Parish Council
September 2016
All electors in the Parish are welcome to attend Parish Council meetings. If you wish to ask a question of the
Council email The Clerk joannewills@btinternet.com
2016 proposed meeting dates of the Parish Council.
6th December – 7.00pm – in the War Memorial Hall
Parish Councillors on the Council are:
Cllr Mark Davis (Chairman), Cllr Steve Nutley (Vice Chairman),
Cllr Kerr Stephenson, Cllr Nikki Jackson and Cllr Ashley Byrne.
District Councillors are: Cllr Lynn Lloyd, Cllr Ian White
County Councillors are: Cllr David Wilmshurst
Statement on behalf of Thames Valley Police PCSO Natalie White
Please call any suspicious behaviour you witness in the village to 101 immediately.
Thames Valley Police are compiling a list of suspicious people / vehicles in the area and they need our help.
The more calls they get relating to incidences in the village the more police presence we could hope for.
Please be vigilant and report anything immediately.
Community Work Party
Please come along on 19th November at 10am to help tidy up the village.
Please bring along gardening tools.
Meet outside the War Memorial Hall.
Planning Matters: Applications considered
P16/S2975/FUL Erection of buildings to house calf’s and cows in farmyard at Hareview House, Chinnor Road.
Recommendation: Approval
PM.2 Planning Permission granted by SODC:
P16/S2110/FUL Variation of condition 2 and removal of Condition 5 of planning permission number
P13/S1474/FUL - Erection of new dwelling and vehicle access retained at Manor Cottage, Manor Road.
P15/S2926/PAR Prior approval granted for change of use and external changes, subject to conditions at
Green End Barn, Manor Road
P15/S1066/PAR Prior approval granted for change of use and external changes, subject to conditions at
Green End Barn, Manor Road
PM.3 Planning Refusal Decision by SODC
P16/S1513/FUL New dwelling at Brackens Farm, Windmill Road
Useful Contact Numbers:
Mrs Jo Wills - Towersey Parish Council Clerk –
PCSO Natalie White – Thame Valley Police OCC Street Light faults OCC Highways issues – pot holes etc.
Thame Citizens Advice Bureau

joannewills@btinternet.com
101
0800 317802
0845 3101111
08444 111 444

Thames Water Chinnor Reservoir update
Following on from the article in last month’s newsletter, in their fine screening report, published 30
September 2016, Thames Water officially decided that the proposed Chinnor reservoir is “Excessively
costly compared to reuse, desalination and Abingdon reservoir” which means it has been “screened out
and removed from further consideration at this time” according to a letter from Thames Water forwarded
to Towersey Parish Council. (You can read the report here: http://www.thameswater.co.uk/aboutus/19527.htm) However, the letter from Thames Water’s Town Planning Manager went on to say that
“Going forward, we will undertake consultation on our draft WRMP early in 2018 and until we have
finalised our plans we will continue to work with Councils to safeguard potential reservoir sites, including
the Chinnor site in the Local Development Plan. We do need to keep all reasonable options open, so we
will continue to safeguard sites to ensure that they aren't compromised from major development
proposals.”
So, whilst it seems increasingly unlikely that the Chinnor site will be developed as a reservoir, Thames
Water would still like to keep their options open and still want to “Safeguard” the area, which is possibly
not such good news for anyone who owns land or property within, or on the edge of, the area
earmarked.
According to South Oxfordshire District Councils Local Plan 2031 timetable, there is a “Statutory Public
Consultation on Pre-submission” scheduled to take place during November and December 2016, so
hopefully those who wish to make their views known on the issue of safeguarding will get the
opportunity to have their say.
I am assuming that those wanting to comment can do so via the South Oxfordshire District Council's
consultation portal:
https://consult.southandvale.gov.uk/portal/?q%3Aform-2297580%3Aquestion-4=South

The consultation should be appearing on the portal in November.
Lisa

As of the 16th October we have been at the Three Horseshoes for 13 Years (doesn’t time fly by) and we
would like to thank the villagers for their support over the years.

Grant

Neighbourhood Plan - Focus on
…… Demographics
As you know we are working on developing a Neighbourhood plan to help us work together to determine how Towersey
will develop and change in the next 20 years. To help with this we need a picture of what is happening in Towersey
now. We are aware that we have an ageing population and most people agree that it would be great to encourage more
young families to settle in the Village.
Over the next few months we will be collecting demographic data on how the village is now. This will help us establish
things like the average age of people in the Village, whether they work in the Village or outside, how they get to work and
what amenities they use and value now. These include the Village Hall, Church, Social Club and Pub.
This information will give us a snapshot of Village life now and will help us develop a plan for Towersey that is by
the community and for our future community.

A Final Word……
Thanks again to everyone that came up for a chat at the Pop-Up Cafe - these are great opportunities for us to get feedback
from our community. A resounding message is the importance of retaining the feel and character of being a small
village. A popular question is ‘when are we going deliver the plan’? Fair question too! We are currently in Plan
Development, focusing on data gathering. It’s a big chunk of work in terms of the effort and time involved, but the work
here helps us to build a survey and a robust plan.

Adrian Richards (Demographics) and Jon Butler (Services & Infrastructure) will be at the next Pop-Up Cafe so make sure
you stop by and have a chat to them!
Until next time,
Towersey Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
towerseynp@gmail.com or 07540 141 329 (Alison Byrne)

Welcome to the TOWCAP Monthly Update for November!
TOWCAP is a village organisation set up in 2007 to encourage, promote and stage events in the community
for all villagers to enjoy. These events are always thought up by villagers and intended to provide enjoyment
for all who take part.

IRISH DANCE NIGHT – 25th March 2017. Please NOTE CHANGE OF DATE!! Join us in a fantastic night of
dance and music all with that special Irish flavour. Music will be provided by Kinderhook.
Venue: Towersey Memorial Hall Tickets on sale soon – watch this space!
VILLAGE HALL FILM NIGHT. Save the Date: Saturday 28th January 2017. Join us for a fun film night in front
of the village hall’s big screen – Film to be confirmed!
Community Bunting WORKSHOP – there will be a bunting workshop at the next Village Hall Pop-Up Cafe
on Saturday 5th November. Given the date, perhaps you could decorate a bonfire/firework themed piece of
bunting for the project – the choice is yours! Come along to the cafe from 10:30am to see what lovely pieces
of decorated bunting have been made, and see the triangles being stitched together!
Extra blank fabric triangles to decorate are available by emailing pvmellor@hotmail.com
Theatre Group. We make trips 2 or 3 times a year and benefit from heavily discounted tickets for making a
Group Booking. If you would like to be added to the mailing list, then please contact Debbie on 214888 or
dmmellor03@yahoo.co.uk with your email address.
NEXT TRIP: Would anyone be interested in a Bristol Old Vic production of Jane Eyre at Aylesbury Waterside
next April (24-29th)? If yes, email or call Debbie on the number above.
Glass Fusing Workshop. After the fantastic response to this event in 2015 AND the amazing creations
produced, we are hoping to run another workshop soon – probably in January at a local studio. Keep your
eyes peeled on this page for further info when we have dates.
Poetry Reading. An evening exploring poetry in all its forms for anybody who loves the spoken word. Runs
approx. every six weeks. Interested? Contact Helena on 07809 525685 or helenarichards@btinternet.com
ALL WELCOME!! Next meeting Thursday 24th November 8pm at Helena’s house – please call or email if you
plan to come along, or just turn up
Play reading. As with poetry reading, this group works with short plays, extracts or longer pieces across the
board. Spaces sometimes limited to the number of parts, but everyone welcome to listen or share roles.
Interested? Contact Liz on lizandian@hotmail.com
New to the village or just have new ideas? We are always looking for villagers to join in any of the activities,
or to perhaps help us develop a new idea. If you have any thoughts, please let us know. Contact: Debbie &
Paul Tel: 01844 214888 or Email: dmmellor03@yahoo.co.uk

PHOENIX STUDIO UPDATE:
The Phoenix Film is out!
Have a look at our new video here –
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ETaOGfHVNMs
Have a creative Christmas!
Christmas is drawing ever nearer and the Phoenix Studio is hosting creative sessions to ensure you have a cool
yule!
Make your own dry point etching Christmas cards to give to your loved ones or why not make ceramic
Christmas tree decorations that you can cherish for years to come?
Open to all – young or old – we have sessions which means you can attend after work or before your bedtime.
www.phoenixstudio.co.uk
Other highlights:
Our Creative Tuesdays and Phoenix Nights (Tuesday evening open studio) are always popular. Plus there’s
Life Drawing with Sally Fisher on Fridays (25th Nov).
There’s classes with James Ort including Clay Animal Weekends with James Ort on 11/12 March or 8/9
April and Wire & Mixed Media Sculpture Weekends on 11/12 February & 1/2 April. And Screen Printing
with Liam Biswell on 18/19 Feb is not to be missed!

TOWERSEY VILLAGE VOICES COMMUNITY CHOIR

On Saturday 22 October we held our annual Chiltern Community Choir Festival in Chinnor, celebrating our
fifth anniversary in style with over 150 singers from 12 choirs. This year we were joined by choirs from
Aylesbury, various Chiltern villages, Dinton, Windsor, Princes Risborough, Maidenhead, Abingdon and
several from Oxford. Rounds and songs were taught by ear – in true community choir fashion – by our
leaders Sarah, Janet, Roger and Bruce, and the warmth and friendliness of the event, and joy of singing
together, were apparent from the excellent feedback we received.
Towersey Village Voices meets in the Memorial Hall from 7.30 to 9.30 pm on Friday evenings in term time.
There’s no need to be able to read music, or to commit to coming every week. Singing is a great way to
unwind (destress?) at the end of the week, and of course a few of us head to the Three Horseshoes
afterwards. Have a look at www.villagevoicestowersey.com for further information about the choir, and
contact us via the website or email villagevoices.towersey@gmail.com, or phone Madeleine on 01844
352468 or Ruth on 01844 352894 / 07966 373134.

Wives Club
The next meeting of Towersey Wives Club is on Tuesday, 1st November at 7.30pm at Hampton’s Cottage
Manor Road, when Maurice Kirtland will give a talk on Thame Park, which promises to be very
interesting.
We will also finalise numbers for the Christmas meal at the Three Horseshoes on Tuesday, 6th December.

Thames Valley Alert
From: Helen Thorne (Police, Communications Officer, Thames Valley)

South Oxfordshire and Vale of the White Horse LPA neighbourhood officers are holding a crime
prevention event with:
• FREE Bike marking
• FREE signs for vans stating no tools in them etc.
We will also be selling:
• Smartwater
• Personal safety kits
• General crime prevention kits aimed at preventing thefts from vehicles etc.
Join us in Chinnor council chambers between 6pm and 8pm on 10 November.
We will be on hand to offer out crime prevention advice and to answer any questions people may have we look forward to seeing you there.

BREAK-INS
In the light of the spate of recent break-ins and thefts in the village, Towersey Parish Council requested that
a representative from Thames Valley Police be present at the Parish Council meeting on 18th October, so
that villagers could have the opportunity to ask for advice on how best to protect their properties.
Unfortunately our local Police Community Support Officer was unable to attend the meeting.
If you are aware of any suspicious activity, or if you have been the victim of a break-in, or attempted
break-in, you should call the police non-emergency hotline on 101. All incidents must be reported in order
for the Police to be fully aware of the problems being faced in and around the village.

SAVE THE DATE: TOWERSEY MASTERS ‘GOLF’ COMPETITION
The Towersey Masters golf competition is set to run again this year on Wednesday 28th December. The
generous land owners of Towersey have kindly offered their land to put the holes out and the same rules
as last year. Fancy dress is essential, a mode of transport is required which a bicycle is ideal and you may
have two weapons of choice. There will be the usual light refreshments available and a roast dinner at
the pub. At this time I am just asking people who are interested to keep the date free. If you require
further details at this time, do not hesitate to contact me. Thanks, Ashley. ashleybyrne@me.com or
07812085418.

GBC Image Maker 1000 Ring Binder with its rings etc. to make your documents into neat folders.
Free to collect from Angela at Inverbroom 01844 215287 or 07710 237308.

Village Diary from November 2016
Saturday 5th November

10.30 – noon

Village Pop Up Café

Memorial Hall

Saturday 19th November

10.00am

Village Tidy Up

Memorial Hall

Thursday 24 November

8.30pm

Open Mic Night

3 Horseshoes

Saturday 3rd December

7.30pm

‘No Direction’ Christmas Special

Memorial Hall

Irish Dance Night

Memorial Hall

th

th

Saturday 25 March

Deadline for the next newsletter Friday 25th November

